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Rector’s reflections continued…

[image: image6.jpg]CALL Primrose will
CLOSE AT NOON

&oon ?nmve

APRIL 18TH, 2014
Happy Easter!

i

1 Only

< i This





The Rector will be gone

The Rector will be attending the Festival of Homiletics from May 19th -23rd in Minneapolis as part of his continuing education this year.  Among the preachers scheduled for the festival are Walter Brueggemann, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary, Michael Curry, Bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina and Barbara Brown Taylor, Professor of Religion at Piedmont College.

Bible Studies in May
The Monday Bible Study group continues to study the Gospel according to Luke on Mondays, May 5th, 12th, and 26th from 12:45 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the home of Merilyn Vosburg.  They are at Luke 13:1.  They have been reading the texts in comparison with the gospels according to Mark and Matthew.  This Bible Study is led by the Rector.

The Tuesday evening Bible Study group meets on May 6th and 20th in the home Warren and Nellie Wong at 7:00 p.m.  

The Wednesday evening Bible Study group meets on May 7th and 28th in the foyer of the church at 7:30 p.m.  They are studying the Gospel according to John.  The next session will begin with Chapter 14:25. 

Each of the Bible Study groups is open and newcomers are invited to join.

Thanks

Thanks to everyone who served during Holy Week and Easter Sunday services.

Giants’ game in May

St. Ambrose will be going to another game on Saturday, May 24th from 7:05 p.m. between the Giants and the Minnesota Twins.  The cost is $23 for an adult or $13 for a youth or a child.  If interested, call the church office at 650 574-1369.

Disaster Preparedness Task Force

Karin Patterson and Mike Radovancevich are new to our worshipping community.  They have been involved in the Community Emergency Response Team for Foster City and attended the Disaster Preparedness Training session at Grace Cathedral on March 29th.  The Rector asked them to help organize a task force to implement a disaster preparedness plan for St. Ambrose.  If you are interested in being on this task force, please speak with the Rector.
The Peaceable Kingdom: Vacation Bible School @ St. Ambrose – June 16th -20th, 2014

This summer our VBS program at St. Ambrose will be exploring Anti-Bullying themes with beloved stories from the Bible and Children’s books to empower our children with the awareness to respond and stand up to bullying in peaceful ways.  Open for children ages 5 through 10, together we will learn the ways of God’s love through fairness, inclusiveness, empathy, forgiveness, and bravery.  Our dates will be from Monday, June 16th to Friday, June 20th, 2014.  Each day will begin at 8:45 a.m. and will conclude at 12:00 noon. 
 
Registration is $85 per child and this will include one t-shirt, crafts, games, stories, drinks, snacks, lots of fun, and much more!   Scholarships are available on request.  Registration forms will be available in the church office in April.   The deadline for registration is Monday, June 2nd, 2014. 

Outreach Report - by Steve Yuen 
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Sandwiches on Sunday:  St. Ambrose cooks made eight trays of lasagna and six trays of salad based on the December 29th attendance of 100 people, but turnout on March 30th at the Fair Oaks Community Center fell to 65 people. (Perhaps the heavy rains that weekend kept the crowd away, although the clouds did part on Sunday.)  Many diners came back for second and third helpings, and there were only a few leftovers that Rob Richards later dropped off at the Catholic Workers House in Redwood City.

Clara Padilla made inquiries at Foster City Safeway, which kindly donated 20 loaves of day-old bread.  As the diners exited, the loaves were distributed along with the brown-bag lunches prepared by St. Pius Catholic Church. Thanks go to everyone who prepared a dish, and especially those who served and cleaned up: the Richards family, the Yates family, Jay Watan, and Steve Yuen.  Our next Sandwiches on Sunday is Sunday, June 29th.  Please contact Rob Richards (577-8924, rob.richards@tensorlabs.com) if you would like to help or have any questions.

Home and Hope (http://homeandhope.net/):  on April 1st St. Ambrose volunteers drove up to Hope Lutheran in a driving rain to serve four families, totaling eleven people.

Diane Robertson roasted four briskets of corned beef, Irene Stead made a salad, and Steve Yuen brought cookies and a broccoli kugel. Rob and Anita Richards stopped by with a chocolate cake and a cherry pie, and their daughters Kendall and Danielle engaged in fellowship with the children of the families.

We said goodbye to Veronica Tai, who has served ably as the Assistant Program Director for Home and Hope, a consortium of 30 Peninsula churches and synagogues that have banded together to help families in need of food, temporary shelter, and other assistance. (Her title doesn’t describe adequately what she does: office manager, scheduler, volunteer coordinator, and even van driver.) Veronica has decided to work full time on obtaining her Masters in Social Work, and we thank her and wish her well. The search for her replacement is underway. 

St. Ambrose is again serving dinner on Tuesday, May 6th.   If you can help prepare a dish, please inscribe your name on the sign-up sheet posted in the Parish Hall or contact Steve Yuen (341-1966, stevebyuen@aol.com).

CALL Primrose- Four (4) Food Boxes:  St. Ambrose filled four boxes of food for CALL Primrose, which distributed over 200 boxes to families on the Peninsula for its Easter “fill a box, feed a family” program.

Thanks go to all our donors for the Christmas and Easter programs: Bettie Davis, Janet Gardiner, Rafaele Gerber, Gwen and Hani Juha, Shelley Keefe, May Lee, Judy Marshall, Dorothy Matsuo, Jessica Morales, Teresa Murakami, Liva Neyroud, Jean Ozeki, Clara Padilla, Don Peter, Diane Robertson, Charles Saunders, Nellie Wong, and Steve Yuen.

CALL Primrose (http://www.callprimrose.org/) is a Burlingame outreach venture founded by the Presbyterian and United Methodist churches and has aided thousands of people since 1983.

United Thank Offering:  remember to bring the coins and bills from your blue UTO boxes and/or make a check to St. Ambrose, designated “UTO”, to the spring ingathering on Mothers’ Day, Sunday, May 11th. This is one small way in which we collect our thanksgivings for all the blessings of life. Donations are used to support the missions of the Episcopal Church in some of the poorest countries in the world.  

Children and Family Ministry News - by Fe Valentin
As Spring blooms our thoughts turn to sunny weather and outdoor games. Living in the bay area, we may have doubts about fair weather like doubting Thomas from today's lesson. Thomas was a discipline who wanted to see before believing Jesus had come back to life. We teach the children they can say yes to Jesus and believe. To help our children grow spiritually we provide events to create memories.  On Sunday May 11th children and families who attend will enjoy tea, light snacks and have a surprise to take home. I invite all non-mothers to help.

In the coming months of May and June we have many events in the works:

· Mother's Day Tea- Sunday May 11th
· All Church picnic- Sunday May 18th
· Father's Family Camp Out- Friday June 6th
· Summer planning meeting- Sunday June 8th
Please contact Fe Valentin to volunteer or sign up

Email:  stambrosesunsch@gmail.com 

Website: https://stambrosechildrenfamilyministry.shutterfly.com/

Text: 925-216-1588

Responsibility– by Rev. Jay Sapaen Watan 
The shooting at Fort Hood last month weighs heavy on my heart.  A soldier taking the lives of fellow soldiers, injuring many others, and then taking his own life is not right.  Two thoughts immediately ran in my mind: “Why?” and “What could have been done to help this guy?”  Our military has gone through a lot of sacrifice over the past decade plus of war.   For those willing to give, sometimes what go unnoticed are the sacrifices of personal wellbeing and meaningful relationships with family, friends, and community.  Over the years I have met many service men and women who share the experience of hurt, disappointment and frustration, yet the irony is that much of this is focused on the home front.  Our soldiers are some of the best trained in aspects of leadership, resilience, and teamwork and we still struggle.  Truth is in life we are going to experience setbacks and roadblocks that challenge the wholeness of our family, the integrity of our community, and the strength of our spirit. The challenge many of us face is to rise above when we feel overwhelmed, to fight with the grit that seeks solutions, and to keep the faith when the fog of fear limits our vision.  

I know I’m not at my best anytime I’m hungry, tired, or alone.   And I can’t claim to even understand what this shooter’s reasons or motives may be for doing what he did.  I just know something sinful happened and a lot of lives were changed.  And I can only imagine that a dead-end solution is rooted in the imbalance of mental illness or in a fear that grew from isolation and anger into bitterness and violence.  The real definition of hell may not be the traditional image of a place below us of fire, brimstone, ruled by a red devil with a pitchfork.  Rather hell is a place of suffering without love.  And that is not a good place for anyone. 

Yet our faith traditions remind us that love is greater than fear.  I have come to believe that the solutions we need do not have political or scientific answers, but spiritual ones.  Spiritual solutions work to seek understanding, connection and move us toward the Divine intention of a better future.  Spiritual solutions benefit more than a few special interests and set us free to be fully alive.  Freedom is not simply about our capacity to live as we choose, but about the level of personal responsibility we have to set others free from the bondage of sin – that is the actions we participate in that hurt and separate us from relationships.  Love, not fear, will make the world be a better and safer place.  When we choose to live into love we act with loyalty, duty, respect, selflessness, honor, integrity, and courage.  These Army values are not just for the army, but standards that define citizenship, care, and true interconnection.  When we live into love our values become the way we behave, and the foundation for who we are.   

On the other hand, when we behave out of fear we give away our freedom to make good decisions.  It’s like choosing to walk around in handcuffs and shackles… we lose our freedom to live into the fullness of life.  In fear we can easily get caught up in a cultural stream that overly values materialism, individuality, and entitlement.  Too often a fixation on scarcity, finding ourselves, and “how things ought to be” separates us from what matters most – our relationships.  This culture affects the way we are together and contributes to an environment where the attitude of “us vs. them” supersedes “we” and community.  Yes, life should be better.  

Why is it that children are bullied?  Why are there people we know who are abused and victimized?  Why are love ones stuck in the disease of depression, addiction and self-destruction?  Why are there some of us who check out in life?   While there is a truth that negative experiences predispose us to certain patterns of behavior, we have the choice to go a better way.  Maybe the solutions we seek isn’t found in assigning causation, but about taking responsibility for our own actions and responsibility for creating a culture and community that care for one another.  Taking responsibility for our life is a spiritual solution that invites in us into the awareness of having more than enough, of knowing who we are, and of seeing what is right in the world.  

Friends, freedom isn’t free!  I believe it is something worth fighting for because it allows us to fully live into love!  And I believe we have a responsibility to ensure the freedom of others.  In the prayer Jesus teaches there is a phase that reminds me that when we choose to do better for ourselves and others the results can be holistically holy… thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Christ’s invitation to build the kingdom of God is not about heaven in a distant place far away like some sort of fantasy island retirement resort, but about the reality of a world we are co-creating with God in the here and now.  It’s never too late to jump off the highway to hell and return to the places we call home.  A better tomorrow can start today.  Spiritual solutions call on us to take responsibility for our actions. 

I would like to invite us to hold the ones who lost their lives and their families who are left behind in your prayers.  Pray for the survivors, first responders, healers and medical staff, and leaders.  And if you are able to, pray for the soul of the shooter and for his love ones.   May the indomitable Spirit of Love give us courage and strength to heal those tender spots with God’s help.  May we walk together with a humble heart and do the hard work of living into love.  

Be Well and God Bless You!

Sea Breeze School News
Happy Spring!
Things at St. Ambrose Sea Breeze School are busy as ever. We all celebrated the joyous Easter Season and all that it brings. When we returned from our Spring Break, we had the pleasure of honoring the Grandparents of the Sea Breeze children. The days were celebrated with a special chapel service followed by gatherings in the classrooms where the grandparents were invited to join the children in a special craft activity. There were many smiles and hugs and so many memories were made.
The School year is quickly coming to an end and the teachers and children are all preparing for the Step-Up ceremonies that will be here in June. We are looking forward to a fun filled Summer program and we still have a few openings for children to join the various programs. If you have any children or know of anyone looking for an exciting summer, please send them our way. The upcoming 2014-2015 School Year begins in late August and registration is in full swing. As a member of St. Ambrose Church your family receives registration priority and I encourage you to contact us soon if you are looking for school placement.
As always, we continue to strengthen our Church/School relationship and look forward to all that this brings. Know that if you have free time on your hands and would like to volunteer in our classrooms, you are always welcome and we would love to have you.
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Dear Members and Friends of St. Ambrose Episcopal Church,


		 


	Aloha!  This month we will have several opportunities to spend with one another in fellowship.  Fellowship is an important aspect of our life together.  Most of us are busy, and rare are the times when we have to be with one another.  The purpose of our fellowship activities are to spend some down time with one another, to share stories of our lives so we may reconnect and ground ourselves in the love we share.


	On Sunday, May 4th, the Welcome Ministry with Charles Saunders and May Lee will be hosting a special Coffee Hour after the 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist to welcome newcomers and tell them more about our life together.  Members will briefly share about the ministries they lead.  Newcomers will have an opportunity to get to know more of the membership and to ask questions.  Special thanks to Raphaele Gerber who is leading this effort.


	On Sunday, May 11th, the Children and Family Ministry will be hosting their second Mothers’ Tea after the 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist.  This will be an opportunity to recognize mothers for their care and nurture.  Special thanks to Fe Valentin who is organizing this.


	On Sunday, May 11th, we will also be having our ingathering for the United Thank Offering at both services.  This is our opportunity to collect all the thank offerings for the previous year that we have collected in the United Thank Offering blue boxes and share them for the greater good.  These funds are collected at Episcopal congregations and then shared at diocesan gatherings, and are given to the Episcopal Church Women of the Episcopal Church.  The Episcopal Church Women then give grants to ministries throughout the world.  More than $1.5 million was received in 2013, and will be distributed this year.


	On Sunday, May 18th, we will have our church picnic on the grounds of St. Ambrose.  The barbecue will be brought out for the hamburgers and hot dogs.  You are asked to bring salads and side dishes.  There will be games and piñatas for the children.  It is a fun afternoon following worship, and a good opportunity to relax with one another


 	On Saturday, May 24th, we will be going to another Giants game against the Minnesota Twins.  The game starts at 7:05 p.m. and we have twenty-five tickets.  It is fun to go to the ball park and cheer for our team.

















Reflections from our Rector
































	I was recently reminded of what is important in life by my mother.  She said, “Friendships and health are the most important things in life.”  When I thought about it, I recognize it as true, life is meant to be shared with those we care about, and it is important to take the time to ground ourselves in these relationships while we have the opportunity.  So I invite you to join us in any of these activities and to renew your lives by making time for fellowship, by enjoying the relationships that have been given to you.





		





		Yours,





						David Ota, Rector








