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The Christmas Vigil 

December 24, 2020 

4:00 pm 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are delighted to welcome you to our online liturgy. During this time of 

Shelter in Place, we regret our worship will not include Holy Communion. 

Nonetheless, we remain one in the Spirit.   
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The Prelude  Praeludium #1 in C major                 J. S. Bach 

Welcome 

The Introit Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City  Hymnal #269              

(vv 1,2,4,6) 

 

 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear 

again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto 

Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying 

in a manger. 
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Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 

purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious 

Redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth 

and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood within the 

Church he came to build, and especially in Foster City, and the diocese 

of California.  

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, 

in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the 

oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the 

aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or 

who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but 

upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man 

can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in 

the Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 

Solo:   Allemande- Suite for Solo Cello in C Major, BWV 1009   

J. S. Bach           Soloist Irei Fromme 

 

1st Lesson:                                                             Isaiah 7:10-16 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I 

will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 

are in dread will be deserted. 

Here ends the lesson. 

 

Solo:    Ave Maria, Franz Schubert                Soloist, Hamilton Fong 
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Translation from Latin:  Hail Mary, full of grace!  The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 

Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the 

hour of our death. Amen.  

 

2nd Lesson:  St Luke, 1:39-45 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 

Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 

child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

Here ends the lesson. 

 

Solo:   The Magnificat John Michael Talbot     Soloist, Shelley Keefe 

 

3rd Lesson:          St John, 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not 

of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
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Here ends the lesson. 

Hymn:  Divinum Mysterium             Hymnal #82 

 
 

The Christmas Pageant               St Ambrose’s Youth Group 
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The Introit Hymn:    Adeste Fidelis         Hymnal #83 [vv 1,2,3,6] 
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Priest     Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.             BCP, Page 355 

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity 

All:   O God of love, you are the true sun of the world, 

Evermore risen and never going down. 

We pray you to shine in our hearts, 

that the darkness of sin and the mist of error being driven away, we 

may this day, and all our life long, 

walk without stumbling in the way you have prepared for us, which 

is Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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The Gloria in Excelsis                                            Hymnal #280                       
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Reprinted with permission, Onelicense.net, A-720479 
 

The Collect of the Day                                                   

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness 

of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of 

that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 

with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

The Old Testament: Isaiah     9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 
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Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Reader:              The Word of the Lord. 
All:              Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm Cantate Domino     96 

 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song;  

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

Sing to the LORD and bless his Name;  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations  

and his wonders among all peoples. 

 

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;  

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  

but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
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Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples;  

ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name;  

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;  

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

Tell it out among the nations:  

"The LORD is King!  

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

Let the heavens rejoice,  

and let the earth be glad; 

 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD when he comes,  

when he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness  

and the peoples with his truth. 

The Epistle:  Titus      2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 

while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 

glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
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The Gradual Hymn:  Gloria                   Hymnal #96 
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The Gospel:  Luke 2:1-14     (15-20) 

Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All:       Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 

in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 

he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-

- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 

Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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The Nicene Creed                                                       BCP, page 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven                        

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 

became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

The Intercessions:  

With angel song bursting through the heavens, shattering the stillness of 

this night, you have our attention, God! We praise your name, your gift 

of yourself, with a joyful noise. 

With those who have lived before us and those who come after us, we 

praise you. As your Church, we are amazed at your goodness. Give your 

church a sense of awe and wonder as we open our hearts to receive the 

gift of your very self among us. 

May our lives reflect the joy of your good news. 

 

We pray for our leaders, who pass laws and make decisions that impact 

lives around the world. May their decisions reflect wisdom and justice 

and peace. 

       May our relationships  

      reflect the peace of your good news. 

 

With people around the world, we rejoice at your presence in our world. 

With people around the world, we weep with those who are oppressed, 

hungry, living in fear of violence. 

May our hearts reflect 

the generosity of your good news. 

 

We pray for those who live and work in our neighborhoods, who rush to 

our sides when we are in crisis. For those who are crying this night from 

pain, from broken relationships, from loneliness; with those struggling to 

be born and with those who are dying, we ask your healing and 

wholeness. 

May our prayers reflect 
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the healing power of your good news. 

 

For those who have died and entered the larger presence of your love; for 

all those who in Christmases past were with us but are now upon that far 

distant shore; and we pray most especially for the millions who have 

died in 2020 of the Corona virus, from violence, from poverty, and from 

despair, we pray: 

May our lives reflect 

the hope and comfort of your good news. 

 

For what else shall we pray?  

All:  Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our 

only Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 

The Confession & Absolution   

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord,” he who 

will bring to light things now hidden in darkness, and disclose the 

purposes of the heart. 

As salvation dawns upon us, let us confess our sins in humility and faith. 

(Silence) 

All:  Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve 

you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, (+) forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I leave with you; my 

own peace do I give you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your 

Church, and grant us peace and unity according to your will, who lives 

and reigns God throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen. 
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Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

All: And also with you. 

 

The Offertory Sentence: In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring 

from on high shall break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way 

of peace.  
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The Offertory Hymn: Holst’s Cranham            Hymnal #112 
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker.  Out of nothing, you 

called all worlds to be, and still you draw the universe to its fulfilment. 

Dawn and evening celebrate your glory till time shall be no more. 

  

In Christ your Son the life of heaven and earth were joined, sealing the 

promise of a new creation, given, yet still to come.  Taught by your Spirit, 

we who bear your threefold likeness look for the City of Peace in whose 

light we are transfigured and the earth transformed. 

  

As children of your redeeming purpose, for whom Christ Jesus humbled 

himself and become poor to make us rich, we offer you our praise, 

with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven singing the 

hymn of your unending glory: 
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The Sanctus                                                      Hymnal #S125 

 
 

 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. 

In Jesus you showed us yourself. Our hope is built on him, the first, the 

last, the living one. Obedient, even to accepting death, He opened the gate 

of glory and calls us now to share the life of heaven. 

  

Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a 

feast that heralded a kingdom yet to come, at supper with his disciples 

he took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to 

them, saying: 

 

"Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you." 

 

After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them 

saying: 
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"Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; 

it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

  

We now obey your Son's command. 

 

All:  We recall his blessed passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and we look for the coming of his Kingdom. 

 

Made one with him, we offer you these gifts with them ourselves, 

a single, holy, living sacrifice. Hear us, most merciful Father, and send 

your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine, that, 

overshadowed by his life-giving power, they may be the Body and Blood 

of your Son, and we may be kindled with the fire of your love and renewed 

for the service of your Kingdom. 

 

Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ's Body to live and 

work to your praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love 

until at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the 

company of the Virgin Mary, the apostles, and prophets, and of all our 

brothers and sisters living and departed. 

  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be to you, 

Lord of all ages, world without end. 

Amen. 
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Priest: In this season, when our whole community of faith cannot gather 

together, we give thanks for the gift of the Eucharist – a gift that we hold 

all the more precious in these days when we cannot share the one bread 

and the one cup. Yet, even in the absence of this sacramental sharing, 

the mystical Communion between Christ and his church, 

and among us as members of Christ’s body, remains unbroken. 

And so, mindful of this deep bond of the Spirit, let us unite ourselves to 

Christ and one another, as we say together the prayer that Jesus taught 

us: 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 

The Fraction: 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All: Though we are many, we are all one Body, 

        because we all share in one bread. 
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The Agnus Dei:                                 Hymnal #S164 

 
 

The Invitation to Communion: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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The Post-Communion Hymn:   Stille Nacht                 Hymnal #111 

 

 
The Post-communion Prayer: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
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courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Announcements 

 

The Benediction:  

 

May he who by his incarnation gathered into one 

things earthly and heavenly, 

bestow upon you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the (+) Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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The Recessional Hymn:  Handel’s Antioch                  Hymnal #100 
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Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License # A-720479.  All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-720479  

 

The Dismissal: 

Priest:   Let us go in peace to love and serve our Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

 

The Postlude Festival for Carillon 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We are looking for additional Lectors and Intercessors please contact 

Margie Lee at stambrosefc@att.net if you are interested in joining our 

Sunday Services to be added to our rotation.  

 

Weekly Calendar 

DAY DATE TIME  EVENT 

Sunday  Dec   20  10:00 am Worship Service 

  11:00 am Zoom Coffee Hour 

   4:00 pm Zoom Youth Group 

Meeting 

Monday Dec   21  1:00 pm Zoom Bible Study 

Tuesday Dec   22    

Wednesday Dec   23 10:00 am Contemplative Mediation 

 Dec   23   7:00 pm Zoom Vestry Meeting 

Thursday Dec   24  Christmas Eve 

Friday Dec   25  Christmas Day 

Saturday Dec   26   

Sunday Dec   27  First Sunday after 

Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stambrosefc@att.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfCRkqxS1Ii-yYov5kMpvDg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274015203?pwd=M0VTcTlicXhYYU5sc0s0T1lhdWZzUT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274015203?pwd=M0VTcTlicXhYYU5sc0s0T1lhdWZzUT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274015203?pwd=M0VTcTlicXhYYU5sc0s0T1lhdWZzUT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274015203?pwd=M0VTcTlicXhYYU5sc0s0T1lhdWZzUT09#success
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THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, December 27, 11:00 am: Zoom Coffee Hour, contact Shelley 

Keefe on 650 787-7614 for questions 

Join Zoom Meeting with the following link: Zoom Coffee Hour 

Meeting ID: 842 7401 5203 

Passcode: 479439 

 

Sunday, December 27, 4:00 pm Zoom Youth Group Meeting   

For Zoom link, please contact Daniel Tate at ym_stambrosefc@att.net or 

650-799-7084 

 

Monday, December 28, 1:00 pm Zoom Bible Study.  For Zoom link, 

please contact Daniel Tate at dtate@ses.cdsp.edu or 650-799-7084 

 

Contemplative Mediation 

We’re very excited to announce that Father Shane will be guiding a 

thirty-minute weekly contemplative meditation on Wednesdays at 10am, 

We’re fortunate that in his previous life Father Shane was a monk and 

are looking forward to sharing this experience with him. 

 

Please send an email to Hamilton Fong (hfongster@gmail.com) or to 

Nilda Chong (nchongmd@gmail.com)  if you wish to be included in the 

Zoom invitation. 

 

Prayer list:  We pray especially for Peggy Redmond, Yvonne Sidell, 

Jerelyn Weber, Charlene Adolph, Miles Martin, Frank Brown, Barbara 

and John Milligan, Ed Avakoff, Peter Gee, Nellie Wong, Max Gumbert, 

Peter and Grace and Isabella, Ding Jai Li, Jerry Boykin, Sylvia Brooks  

 

[Please contact the parish office to add any names of the sick and 

suffering to be prayed for in our monthly cycle of prayer.] 

 

The Christmas Altar Flowers are given by 

Teresa Murakami and Elliott Dun, Susan Sullivan, Bettie Davis, Daphna 

Rhodes, and Kay Ballantyne  

 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84274015203?pwd=M0VTcTlicXhYYU5sc0s0T1lhdWZzUT09
mailto:ym_stambrosefc@att.net
mailto:dtate@ses.cdsp.edu
mailto:hfongster@gmail.com
mailto:nchongmd@gmail.com
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The mission and ministry of the Mother’s Union throughout the Anglican 

Communion, the Dioceses of South West Tanganyika (Tanzania) and 

Esan (Nigeria); Dioceses ofEtche and Etsako (both in Nigeria); Dioceses 

of Evo (Nigeria) and Exeter (England); Dioceses of Ezo (South Sudan) 

and Faisalabad (Pakistan); Peace of Jerusalem and the People of 

Bethlehem; Dioceses of Fianarantsoa (Madagascar), Floria (USA), and 

False Bay (South Africa) 

 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for:  

Carol Bowen, Dr. Matthew Fox, Paul Fromberg, George Ross, Laina 

Casillas, Jeffrey Frost, Susan Champion, Dr. Sumner Walters Jr and 

Todd Bryant  

 

In the Diocesan cycle of California 

Incarnation, San Francisco, Nativity, San Rafael, and St. Stephen’s 

Beledere 
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The Mission of St. Ambrose Church of Foster City 

 

Is to proclaim the Good News of God 

in Jesus Christ as we care for each other and 

our larger community. We worship in the 

Episcopal and Anglican tradition, extending 

an open and inclusive invitation to all 

people, welcoming children into our church family 

and serving those in need. 
 

 
 

Worship Leaders Thank You to Each of You 

 

The Rev’d Dr. Shane Scott-Hamblen, Interim Rector  

Cathy Rincon/Shelley Keefe, Lectors  

David McIntyre, Intercessor 

Hamilton Fong, Cantor  

Frank Saunders, Organist 

Lydia McIntyre/Shelley Keefe Technicians 
 

Thank you to the Worship Team and virtual congregation for joining in 

worship. 

 

Lector/Intercessor Rota: 

24 Dec (R) Cathy Rincon/Shelley Keefe 

 David McIntyre (I) 

27 Dec (R) Jim Neubert/Yvonne Sidell 

 Daniel Tate (I) 

3 Jan (R) Warren Wong/David McIntyre 

 Cathy Rincon (I) 

10 Jan (R) Maureen Fromme/Jim Neubert 

 Yvonne Sidell (I) 

17 Jan: (R) David McIntyre/Cathy Rincon 

 Shelley Keefe (I) 

24 Jan: (R) Warren Wong/Yvonne Sidell 

 Jim Neubert (I) 

 

Fr Shane can be contacted on 845-240-4516, or at 

FrshaneSH@gmail.com  
 

 

mailto:FrshaneSH@gmail.com

